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BOOH REVIEWS

Management of the Sick Infant, By Langley
Porter and William E. Carter. St. Louis: C.
V. Mosby Company, 1922. o .
- The proper construction of a textbook or of
any book of reference should be based directly
on the needs of the people who are expected to
use it. The neglect of this point of view is re-
sponsible for the small value of many—perhaps
most—of the numerous texts which are turned out
every year. The majority of them are written by
teachers and addressed to their students and bear
the mark of the class-room- rather than of actual
life and reality, Medical books especially suffer
from this fault. Too few of them are put out by
the clinician for the clinician. Too few of them
readily yield the answer to the questions for which
the practitioner turns to their pages. He may wish
to know to what diagnosis a particular set of
unusual symptoms point, or what is a better
treatment than his own for a given disease, or the
details of a therapeutic technique with which he is
familiar with only in principle. In the first case,
consulting . the average book he will find that he
must read over the descriptions of several diseases
in the same general group; in the second case, he
is apt to find the customary  “standard” methods
with which he is already familiar, and in the third
case, he will rarely find any help at all. It is a
frequent comment that textbooks serve to per-
petuate the mistakes of their predecessors. Cer-
tainly most of them are not based entirely or
even in large part on the direct experience of their
authors. Because it was an exception to this rule,
Osler’s “Practice of Medicine” took the medical
world by storm with its freshness and its
originality of observation, while maintaining a
critical appreciation of the old.
" It is to the credit of the Pacific Coast that its
most recent—and one. of its few—medical texts
should bear the same stamp of reality and should
be so intelligently planned to meet actual needs.
It can be at once recommended to any practitioner
of medicine who has 5 "deal with the diseases of
young children. It avoids the -~ mistakes which
have been discussed and offers the advantages
which have been mentioned. The book is arranged
in three sections. The first is devoted to a con-
sideration of the significance of symptoms and to
the indications for treatment which they present.
The second section is given up to a descriptive
outline of the diseases peculiar to early childhood.
Both these exhaustive without pedantry plainly
-reflect the mature conclusions of the senior author’s
long and great clinical experience in pediatrics.
They merit a more, extensive description than our
space allows. The - third section, devoted to a
listed description with illustrations of equipment
and exact procedure for each of the technical
diagnostic and therapeutic methods used in pedi-
atrics, is unique in -textbooks in English, and,
indeed, is not equalfed for completeness in any
language. There is no reason why the general
practitioner, acquainted with the principles of
medical technique, should not be able from a
careful perusal of this book to carry out the
methods which hitherto have been left to a few
specialists. Further, his nurse by referring to the
book herself will ‘be able to have all the necessary
equipment prepared for him in advance—a con-
siderable saving of time. . )

The reviewer has for a number of years con-
sidered that there were only two American texts
which =~ were indispensable to the practicing
pediatrist—that of Holt and Howland, and that of
Morse and Talbot. To these he is now inclined to
add that of Porter and Carter because of its prac-
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tical utility and its [freshness of matter and because
it offers material which is not to be found else-
where in readily available form. .H. K. F.

Principles of Immunology. By Howard T. Karsner,
M. D, and Enrique E. Ecker, Ph. ‘D. - 309
pages. Illustrated. —~ Philadelphia and Lopdom:
J. B. Lippincott Company. 1921, =~ . 7 =

- This is a valuable guide for students or ‘praec-

titioners of medicine who desire.a concise statement

of the facts and the —hypotheses concerning rte-
sistance to infection, The general arrangement of
the -téxt is excellent and the difficult subject is
presented’ in a remarkably clear manner. Facts
established by experimental studies are detailed and
supplemented by brief .discussions of the practical
and theoretical bearing of the phenomena upon
disease and resistance in man. In twelve chapters
the following subjects are reviewed: Virulence of
organisms, general conditions of infection and
resistance, general phenomena of immunity, toxins
and antitoxins, agglutinins and precipitins, cytoly-
sins, cellular resistance, complement fixation, appli-
cation of complement fixation to the diagnosis of
disease, hypersusceptibility, = hypersusceptibility in
man and defensive ferments. The practical appli-
cation of immunology to the prevention and cure
of disease has been sumiifiarized in three appendices
dealing with the therapeutic employment of ‘blood
serums, prophylactic vaccination and vaccine
therapy. Throughout the text valuable information
is given relative to the technical execution of
experiments. = Some of the customary laboratory
procedures are explained and enhanced by. drawings
or colored plates. This book is a valuable addition
to any medical library. - . K.F. M

Clinical Diagnosis. A textbook of clinical mi-
croscopy and clinical chemistry for medical
students, laboratory workers and practitioners
of medicine. By--€harles Phillips Emerson,
A. B, M. D. 5th ed. .726 pages. [Illustrated
Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott
Company. 1921. . i

It is ten years since -the-last edition of this book
appeared.” In its preface, the author condemns. the
present separation of laboratory and ward, and “No
matter how successful a man may be, he has no
right to entrust his laboratory work entirely to
others. . The one who takes the 'history
of the patient and makes the physical examination

is the only one who can interpret correctly a

1aboratory finding.” Herein lies the value of this

‘book, one of the best on clinical diagnols:is'.

The Surgical Treatment of Non-Malignant Affec-
tions of the Stomach. By Charles Greene
Cumston; M. D., and Georges Patry, M. D.
349 pages. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott
Company. 1921 :

There is nothing new in this book, but it is a

‘compilation founded on a wide study of the litera-

ture and personal visits of the authors to a great

many foreign clinics. L. E.

Tuberculosis in Infancy and Childhood. By J.
Claxton Gittings and Frank Crozer Knowles
and Astley P. C. Ashhurst. 273 pages. Illus-
trated. Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippin-
cott Company. 1922,

This book is a most concise, though at the same

time comnlete. presentation of tuberculosis in
infants and children. In slightly over 250 pages,
the authors present -a short historical review,

general asnects of the disease and detailed descrip-
tion of the disease in the several organs; also
instructions for the apolication of various tests.
To tuberculosis of the skin (F. C. Knowles) is
given a very interesting and extensive chapter,
whereas bones and joints have been treated rather
too briefly. The notes on treatment of tuberculosis



